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Looking for the best multicultural 
books published in 2014? Look no 
further. Center for the Study of 
Multicultural Children’s Literature        
(CSMCL) recognizes the Best 
Multicultural Books of 2014. Each 
year, a select diverse committee of 
experts identifies the best 
multicultural books. CSMCL’s 
mission is to provide children, 
librarians, teachers, parents, 
educators, students, and experts in 
the field of children’s literature 
access to multicultural children’s 
books with high literary and artistic 
standards. This year’s list was 
compiled by Dr. Claudette 
Shackelford McLinn, Dr. Naomi 
Caldwell, Dr. Sujin Huggins, Ana- 
Elba Pavon, Lessa Kanani’opua 
Pelayo-Lozada, and Elsa Marston.  
Take a look, share, and enjoy! 
 
Dr. McLinn was the Children’s 
Literature Council of Southern 
California Dorothy C. MacKenzie 
Award recipient this past October. 
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Center-for-the-Study-of-Multicultural-Childrens-Literature/238909969517173
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BEST MULTICULTURAL BOOKS OF 2014 
 

Complied by Dr. Claudette Shackelford McLinn, Dr. Naomi Caldwell, Dr. Sujin Huggins, Ana- Elba Pavon, 
Lessa K. Pelayo-Lozada, and Elsa Marston 

 
 
BECAUSE THEY MARCHED: THE PEOPLE’S CAMPAIGN FOR VOTING RIGHTS THAT CHANGED 
AMERICA, by Russell Freedman, 83 pages, published by Holiday House, ©2014 (Middle school/High 
school, nonfiction) 
 
BLOSSOMING  UNIVERSE OF VIOLET DIAMOND: THE, by Brenda Woods, 222 pages, published by 
Nancy Paulson Books, an imprint of Penguin Group,  ©2014 (Upper elementary school/Middle school, 
fiction) 
 
BROWN GIRL DREAMING, by Jacqueline Woodson, 336 pages, published by Nancy Paulsen Books, an 
imprint of Penguin Group, ©2014 (Upper elementary school/Middle school/High school, 
nonfiction/autobiography) 
 
CROSSOVER, THE, by Kwame Alexander, 237 pages, published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, ©2014 
(Middle school/High school, fiction/novel in verse) 
 
DREAMING IN INDIAN: CONTEMPORARY NATIVE AMERICAN VOICES, edited by Lisa Charleyboy 
and Mary Beth Leatherdale, 128 pages, published by Annick Press, ©2014 (Middle school/High school, 
nonfiction/autobiography) 
 
FREEDOM SUMMER MURDERS, THE, by Don Mitchell, 250 pages, published by Scholastic Press, 
©2014 (Middle school/High school, nonfiction) 
 
FRIDA & DIEGO: ART, LOVE, LIFE, by Catherine Reef, 168 pages, published by Clarion Books/ 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, ©2014 (Middle school/High school, nonfiction/collective biography) 
 
GABI: A GIRL IN PIECES, by Isabel Quintero, 284 pages, published by Cinco Puntos Press, ©2014 (High 
school, fiction) 
 
GREAT GREENE HEIST, THE, by Varian Johnson, 226 pages, published by Arthur A. Levine Books, an 
imprint of Scholastic, Inc., ©2014 (Upper elementary school/Middle school, fiction) 
 
GREEN IS A CHILE PEPPER: A BOOK OF COLORS, by Roseanne Greenfield Thong, illustrated by John 
Parra, 32 pages, published by Chronicle Books, ©2014 (Preschool/Elementary school, fiction, picture 
book) 
 
HIDDEN LIKE ANNE FRANK: 14 TRUE STORIES OF SURVIVAL, by Marcel Prins & Peter Henk 
Steenhuis, translated by Laura Watkins, 211 pages, published by Arthur A. Levine Books, ©2014 (Middle 
school/High school, nonfiction) 
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HOUSE OF PURPLE CEDAR, by Tim Tingle, 326 pages, published by Cinco Punto Press, ©2014 (High 
school, fiction) 
 
JOSEPHINE: THE DAZZLING LIFE OF JOSEPHINE BAKER, by Patricia Hruby Powell, illustrated by 
Christian Robinson, unpaged, published by Chronicle Books, ©2014 (Elementary school/Middle 
school/High school, nonfiction/biography) 
  
KING FOR A DAY, by Rukhsana Khan, illustrated by Christiane Kromer, 32 pages, published by Lee 
&Low Books, Inc., ©2014 (Preschool/Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
 
LITTLE MELBA AND HER BIG TROMBONE, by Katherine Russell-Brown, illustrated by Frank Morrison, 
34 pages, published by Lee &Low Books, Inc., ©2014 (Elementary school, nonfiction/biography, picture 
book) 
 
LITTLE ROJA RIDING HOOD, by Susan Middleton Elya, illustrated by Susan Guevara, 32 pages, 
published by G. P. Putnam’s Sons, ©2014 (Preschool/Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
 
MADMAN OF PINEY WOODS, THE, by Christopher Paul Curtis, 363 pages, published by Scholastic 
Press, ©2014 (Upper elementary school/Middle school, fiction) 
 
MALALA: A BRAVE GIRL FROM PAKISTAN & IQBAL: A BRAVE BOY FROM PAKISTAN, (Two 
stories in one book) by Jeanette Winter, 20 pages each, published by Beach Lane Books, ©2014 
(Elementary school, nonfiction/biography) 
 
NOT MY GIRL, by Christy Jordan-Fenton and Margaret Pokiak-Fenton, art by Gabrielle Grimard, 34 
pages, published by Annick Press, ©2014 (Elementary school, nonfiction/autobiography) 
 
PORT CHICAGO 50, THE,: DISASTER, MUTINY, AND THE FIGHT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS, by Steve 
Sheinkin, 200 pages, published by Roaring Book Press, ©2014 (Middle school/High school, nonfiction) 
 
RED PENCIL, THE, by Andrea Davis Pinkney, illustrated by Shane W. Evans, 308 pages, published by 
Little, Brown and Company, ©2014 (Upper elementary school/Middle school, nonfiction) 
 
REVOLUTION, by Deborah Wiles, 495 pages, published by Scholastic Press, ©2014 (Upper elementary 
school/Middle school, fiction/biography) 
 
SEARCHING FOR SARA RECTOR, by Tonya Bolden, 76 pages, published by Abrams Books for Young 
Readers, ©2014 (Upper elementary school/Middle school, nonfiction/biography) 
 
SECRETS OF THE TERRA-COTTA SOLDIER, by Ying Chang Compestine and Vinson Compestine, 224 
pages, published by Amulet Books, ©2014 (Upper elementary school/Middle school, fiction) 
 
SEPARATE IS NEVER EQUAL: SYLVIA MENDEZ & HER FAMILY’S FLIGHT FOR DESEGREGATION, 
written and illustrated by Duncan Tonatiuh, 40 pages, published by Abrams Books for Young Readers, 
©2014 (Elementary school, nonfiction, picture book) 
 
SHADOW HERO, THE, by Gene Luen Yang, art by Sonny Liew, 158 pages, published by First Second, 
©2014 (Middle school/High school, graphic novel, fiction) 
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SILVER PEOPLE: VOICES FROM THE PANANA CANAL, by Margarita Engle, 260 pages, published by 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, ©2014 (Middle school/High school, fiction/novel in verse) 
 
STRIKE: THE FARM WORKERS’ FIGHT FOR THEIR RIGHTS, by Larry Dane Brimner, 172 pages, 
published by Calkins Creek, an imprint of Highlights, ©2014 (Middle school/High school, nonfiction) 
 
TIME TO DANCE, A, by Padma Venkatraman, 307 pages, published by Nancy Paulsen Books, an imprint 
of Penguin Group, ©2014 (Middle school/High school, fiction/novel in verse) 
 
TWENTY-TWO CENTS: MUHAMMAD YUNUS AND THE VILLAGE BANK, by Paula Yoo, illustrated by 
Jamel Akib, 40 pages, published by Lee & Low Books Inc., ©2014 (Elementary school, 
nonfiction/biography) 
 
VIVA FRIDA, by Yuyi Morales, photographs by Tim O’Meara, 34 pages, published by Roaring Book Press, 
©2014  (Elementary school, nonfiction/biography) 

 
Center for the Study of Multicultural Children’s Literature – Best Multicultural Books of 2014 – Page 3 

 
Arne Nixon Center Conference on Censorship 

 
The Arne Nixon Center for the Study of Children’s Literature in the Madden Library at Fresno State will 
conduct a conference on censorship April 10 -12, 2015. “Outlawed: The Naked Truth About Censored 
Literature for Young People” seeks to explore the many ways in which censorship affects reading choices 
for young people. 
 
Learn how censorship presents itself in a variety of manners. While the most blatant banning garners the 
greatest attention, pre- and self-censorship occurs quietly and unnoticed at the selection level. 
 
Discover how authors’ writings are influenced by censorship. Whether it is to highlight themes that oppose 
it or to restrict controversy in order to avoid becoming targeted, authors must heavily weigh what is 
included or omitted in the creation of their work.  Banning can either create a skyrocketing effect in sales or 
doom a work to anonymity. 
 
Become enlightened about intellectual freedom as practiced in the United States and in other countries. 
 
MEET OUR GUEST SPEAKERS: Joan E. Bertin, Matt de la Peña, Margarita Engle, Leonard Marcus, 
Michael Cart, Lesléa Newman, and Jacqueline Woodson.  
 
We hope you will come and join us as we navigate the varied issues of censorship in children’s and young 
adult literature. 
 

 

https://sites.google.com/site/censorship2015/presenters
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-FbZzRlRCkX8/UVgWpsRnsmI/AAAAAAAAAWo/t5moBwEuDAk/s320/facebook-logo1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://cullomptoncarpandcoarse.blogspot.com/&h=150&w=216&tbnid=xnI7pq6IMQFjXM:&zoom=1&docid=j3tfSP8FyBfmIM&ei=oZuHVKj6HsSmNs3cg9AP&tbm=isch&ved=0CFAQMygoMCg&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=2188&page=2&start=33&ndsp=43


 
 

OUTLAWED KICK-OFF SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER 
 

 
 

 
 

The Arne Nixon Center for the Study of Children's Literature  
in the Henry Madden Library at Fresno State is proud to present, along with our co-sponsors, 

 

"An Evening with Sherman Alexie" 
 

April 9, 2015 
7:30 pm 

Satellite Student Union 
 

FREE to the Public 
 

www.shermanalexiefresnostate.com 
 

 
Parking is relaxed (FREE) after 4 p.m. on Fridays and all day Saturday and Sunday.  

Parking is enforced at all other times.  

 
Please purchase a daily permit or display your faculty/staff or student parking permit. 

Parking violations are $50.00. We do not want you to get a ticket! 
Please visit Traffic Operations for more information. 

**Seats will be reserved for OUTLAWED Conference registered attendees 
 
 

http://www.shermanalexiefresnostate.com/
http://www.fresnostate.edu/adminserv/police/traffic/
http://shermanalexiefresnostate.com/


 
 

 
 

 
Awards and Honors 

 
If you are a member of the Children’s Literature Council of Southern California and have recently 
received an honor or an award, please share your good news by emailing 
TheSampler@childrensliteraturecouncil.org       
 
  

 
“Wet Print” 

A list of books published in 2013 and 2014 by authors and illustrators living in Southern California 
can be found at the following links: 

 
2013 Wet Print 

2014 Wet Print 

 

If you are an author or illustrator and have had or will have a book published in 2014, please let our 

Wet Print editor know:  WetPrint@childrensliteraturecouncil.org . 
 

 

     Happy Holidays  
and 

Happy Reading 
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Like Us on Facebook 
Follow Us on Twitter 

 
Learn more about us from our Facebook and Twitter pages. We also want to know more about you. 
Are you a member of CLCSC with something to celebrate? If so, send us a message on Facebook, 
tweet us, or drop us an email so we can also recognize your wonderful accomplishments. 
 
  

 
Membership Information 

 

Membership is based on the calendar year. All dues are tax-deductible.  New memberships or questions 

about existing membership status should be directed to: 

membership@childrensliteraturecouncil.org 
 
 
If you would like to update your member profile, please click here 
 
 
If you would like to join or renew your membership in the Children’s Literature Council 
by registering online, please click here 
 
 
If you would like to become a member or renew your current membership by mail, please 
click here. Print the page, fill it out, and with your check made payable to CHILDREN’S 
LITERATURE COUNCIL, mail to: 
 

Membership Chair 
Children’s Literature Council of Southern California 
P.O. Box 573462 
Tarzana, CA 91357 
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